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1859, however, two classes of real-schools were recognized.
Those of the first class had a course of nine years, and in-
cluded Latin but not Greek. They were given full stand-
ing as secondary schools, and graduates were granted
admission to the universities, except for the study of
theology, medicine, or law. The course in the second
group of these institutions contained no Latin, and re-
mained but six years in length.
In 1882 the compromise character of the course in the
first class of real-schools led to their being designated
Realgymnasien, while the second class in some instances
had their work extended to nine years and became known
as Oberrealschulen. The graduates of the latter were then
allowed the privilege of studying at the universities in
mathematics and the natural sciences. Since 1901 uni-
versity courses have been thrown open to graduates of any
of the three types of nine-year secondary schools, except
that, to be eligible for theology, one must have completed
the course of a gymnasium, and for medicine at least the
course of a real-gymnasium. Besides these schools which
have been mentioned, in rural districts where a complete
course cannot be maintained, there are often secondary-
institutions that do not carry the student more than six
years. These are known according to the curriculum as
Progymnasien, Realprogymnasien, and Realschulen (Fig.
76). The first two classes are far less common than
institutions with the longer course of the same character,
but the Realschulen are nearly twice as numerous as the
Oberrealschulen.
Since these three types of secondary institutions are so
distinct from each other, it is evident that for a long while
a parent was forced to decide the future career of his boy
at nine years of age — long before his special ability could

